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Editorial
Dear partners of Clima-Med
A lot has been happening lately despite the sanitary crisis we are going through and coping
with. Climate actions are moving forward in the Mediterranean region, living proof that getting
on track to fight climate change is still a priority.
On February 12, The European Union launched a new call for proposals “Climate for Cities,
C4C”, aiming to provide further financial assistance to cities for the implementation of their
SECAPs. By applying to C4C programme, cities from South Neighborhood will continue to
take a lead role in their sustainable and green transition, while establishing innovative
partnerships with various actors, including civil society organisations, the private sector and
financing institutions, towards to implementing integrated climate actions at the local level.
Eight years after the first Covenant of Mayors (CoM) Signing Ceremony in the presence of the
EU delegation in Morocco, Clima-Med officially launched the Covenant of Mayors for the
Mediterranean, CoM Med, with its specific platform and its brand-new website,
https://www.com-med.org/en/. CoM med is thus one of the regional chapters of the Global
Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, GCoM. So far, 122 cities have already joined the
initiative and 100 Sustainable Energy Access and Climate Action Plans (SEACAPs), are
currently in the process of being finalised.
In her endless optimism, Christiana Figuere, the internationally recognized leader on global
climate change, says “Today we have the unique chance to create a future where things not
only stabilize but actually get better (…) Achieving the mindset needed to attain this improved
environment would signal a maturation of humanity”.
Figueres, C. & Rivett-Carnac, T. (2020). The Future we choose, surviving the climate crisis.
The Clima-Med Team

Celebrating the efforts of signing municipalities: The CoM Med Kit
As part of the communication actions
regarding the Covenant of Mayors for
the Mediterranean, CoM Med, we have
prepared an "Adhesion Kit" for all
municipalities and mayors that have
signed to the regional Covenant of
Mayors initiative in the Mediterranean, in
place of a signing ceremony. This kit
consists of an adhesion certificate to the
municipality, a badge and a
congratulation letter to its mayor, and
another one to the SEACAP facilitator/contributor in each municipality as a token of
appreciation for their commitment.

Clima-Med is in the new Climate Chance Observatory report
The work carried out by EU funded
Clima-Med
project,
within
the
preparation of more than eighty
Sustainable Energy Access and Climate
Action
Plans
(SEACAPs),
the
establishment of National Coordination
Groups (NCGs) in each country and the
SEACAP Support Mechanisms (SSM)
as well as the access to finance for the
implementation of climate projects, is
highlighted in this new report.
Read more

Connecting with Med cities representatives about tackling the climate crisis: how
local actions are confronting a global challenge
Supporting on-the-ground initiatives to
build capacity to address climate change
at a local level is where the Clima-Med
project steps in. The Union for the
Mediterranean (UfM) held a series of
interviews with members of Local
Authorities and practitioners involved in
combating climate change in the MENA
region - Mr. Marwan Kaiss, Mayor of
Batloun
(Lebanon),
Ms.
Samar
Qawasmi, Manager of the Planning and
Project Department in Al-Ram (Palestine) and Mr. Adnane El Ghazi Head of the
Planning and Sustainable Development Department in Oujda Municipality (Morocco).
Read more

Clima-Med supporting the cities in the preparation of 100 SEACAPs
As part of SEACAP development
activities with the Clima-Med project
team, a new series of workshops were
held for municipalities in the eight
beneficiary countries covered by ClimaMed.
Read more about the trainings held in
Machrek
Learn what potential climate actions
were identified in Maghreb

UfM Ministers commit to strengthen the blue economy sector and promote
sustainable growth in the Mediterranean
Ministers from the 42 Union for the
Mediterranean (UfM) countries have
agreed to intensify their efforts towards a
sustainable blue economy in the
Mediterranean. Doing so, they want to
promote the recovery of the region’s
economies from the COVID-19 crisis,
and address the environmental and
climate challenges. Six years after the
first Union for Mediterranean Ministerial
Declaration on Blue Economy, Ministers
adopted a new declaration, firmly committing to cooperate closely and address joint
challenges in key blue economy sectors.
Read more

New EU agenda and investment plan
The new Agenda for the Mediterranean
includes a dedicated Economic and
Investment Plan to spur the long-term
socio-economic recovery in the Southern
Mediterranean. Under the new EU’s
Neighbourhood,
Development
and
International Cooperation Instrument
(NDICI), up to €7 billion for the period
2021-2027 would be allocated to its
implementation, which could mobilize up
to €30 billion in private and public
investment in the region in the next decade.
Read more

Cooperation between EU Clima-Med and CEDRO V projects in Lebanon
The EU-funded Clima-Med project, and
EU-funded
UNDP
Country
Entrepreneurship
for
Distributed
Renewables Opportunities (CEDRO 5)
project in Lebanon, have teamed up to
implement pilot municipal projects as
demonstration actions to replicate. The
actions were selected from among those
prescribed in the Sustainable Energy
Access & Climate Action Plans
(SEACAPs) prepared by the following
municipalities: Baakline, Kab Elias, Batloun, Bishmizzine and Union of Dannieh with
support from the Clima-Med project.
Read more

Taibeh municipality and Clima-Med in the news
Residents of the Arab Israeli city of
Taibeh are advancing an ambitious plan
to rehabilitate the East Taibeh waste site.
They would like to turn the garbage hills
into a vast green space with trees, picnic
areas, bike lanes and playgrounds. The
rehabilitation
plan
includes
the
construction of a large park whose slopes
are to feature local vegetation, walking
paths and bike lanes, and flattened areas
for picnics and playgrounds. The plans
are also designed to integrate with the adjacent residential neighborhood. The
municipality has partnered with the European Union’s Clima-Med initiative.
Read more

